
 
 
 

RI Remodeler Wins Two National Remodeling Awards 
 
CUMBERLAND, R.I.  (May 7, 2010):  Modern Yankee Builders of Cumberland, Rhode 

Island has earned two Chrysalis awards for Remodeling Excellence.  The company won 

honors in the categories of Outdoor Living and Bathroom Remodel.   This is the fourth 

year in which Modern Yankee Builders has been recognized nationally for excellence in 

residential remodeling.  Since 2005, Modern Yankee Builders has won 6 Chrysalis 

awards in five different categories.   Ken Kanline, Director of the Awards, said of this 

achievement, “Winning awards in multiple categories is difficult to do.  Not only does 

this speak to their versatility, but to their commitment to quality on every project.”   

 

The Outdoor Living award winner 

was designed and built by Modern 

Yankee Builders in collaboration 

with architect, Gary Moyer.   

Thoughtful design and attention 

to detail transformed a standard 

pressure treated deck into a 

backyard oasis.  A 78 foot curved 

cedar pergola frames a view of the nearby reservoir and a curved deck artfully 

transitions the living space from the screened porch to the stone fire pit in the backyard.   

The dramatic results of the remodel caused the homeowners to say “We now feel like 

we are on vacation in our own back yard!”    



 

The other award winning project for Modern Yankee Builders this year was a bathroom 

remodel which earned honors in the category of Bath Remodel under $40,000.    The 

challenge for that remodeling project was to fix existing structural and rot issues, while 

maintaining the client’s budget so the fine details they loved could also be incorporated 

into the space.  This master bathroom remodel includes custom wainscot detailing, 

bamboo flooring, granite countertops 

and vessel sinks to provide a beautiful, 

well-detailed design.  

 

These two projects, the outdoor living 

space with its unique design and lavish 

detailing and the bathroom remodel 

which required similar attention to 

detail and respect for budget 

constraints, speak to the wide array of successful projects completed by Modern Yankee 

Builders.  “We’re proud to be recognized for both of these projects”, says Joe Cracco, 

company President, “and realize that this honor is the result of years of hard work, a 

highly talented team and a great design-build system.”  The challenges in creating a 

unique and expansive outdoor living space and renovating a small, lower-budget 

bathroom are very different and yet Modern Yankee Builders’ design-build process 

ensures that each project will be treated with the same attention to detail that allows 

them to consistently achieve exceptional results for their clients.   

The Chrysalis Awards program, begun in 1994, recognizes the nation’s best work in 

fifteen general categories of residential remodeling.  Regional awards divide the 

country into only three areas:  the North, South, and West.   Modern Yankee Builders 

work was selected for honors from over 475 project entries.    


